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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
"means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to 
because it includes legal phraseology ("comprises" at line 1). Correction is required. 
See MPEP§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3,9,10,13,15-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fuld, et al (2,251,734). 

Fuld, et al show a fluid dispensing device with a reservoir (70) of liquid and a 
syphonic-action elongate delivery means (76) with a proximate end inside the reservoir, 
adjacent the bottom thereof, and distal end which dispenses the fluid in liquid form (Figs 
1-3; Col. 3). Delivery means 76 is self-priming wick which feeds the liquid from the 
reservoir by capillary action (Col. 1, line 55). The liquid passes from the distal end onto 
a tray (40) with an absorbent body (78) and then to the locus to be treated. Also, note 
that the liquid is of a type that evaporates from the distal end to yield an air-modifying 
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vapor (Col. 3, lines 49,70). The device may be secured to the rim of a lavatory cistern 
via fastening means 24 (See Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 25-30). 1 
4. Claims 1,4-12,14, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ewing, et al (3,316,559). 

Regarding claims 1, 10,14, and 18 2 , Ewing et al show a fluid dispensing device 
(15) with a reservoir (as at 18) of liquid and a syphonic-action elongate delivery means 
(plastic tube, 20) with a proximate end (20a) inside the reservoir, adjacent the bottom 
thereof, and a distal end (17) which dispenses the fluid as a vapor (Figs. 2-4; Col. 2, 
lines 5-25). 

Regarding claims 4-9, as shown in Figure 3, device 15 is adapted to be secured 
to the rim of a vessel such as a lavatory bowl or cistern. The device has a portion that 
extends over the rim (18b, 34) of the vessel (bowl 10) and a portion that extends 
downwardly (16b) into the vessel which together define a generally U-shaped opening 
which resiliently engages the rim of the vessel. The reservoir is disposed outside the 
vessel while the distal end of the liquid delivery means lies inside the vessel. Also, note 
that the liquid delivery means is in contact with each portion of the U-shaped opening 
(18b,34,16b). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, note that the device has a flexible wall (as at 18a) 
which the user may compress to prime the symphonic-action liquid delivery means. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 The method of dispensing specified in claim 18 is anticipated by the normal operation of the disclosed apparatus. 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fuld et 
al (as discussed above) in view of MoodyCliffe et al (2004/0049839). 

Fuld, et al do not specify a non-drying liquid, as claimed. MoodyCliffe et al, 
however, disclose a lavatory dispenser wherein the active liquid contains a humectant 
to prevent phase separation and precipitation; i.e. drying (Para. 0021). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have utilized a liquid with humectant in Fuld's dispenser to prevent 
accumulation of solid residue. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Klammsteiner (5,457,822), Ewing et al (2,760,209), and Kuss 
(2,770,492), each cited to show similar dispensing assemblies. Also, Klinkhammer et 
al (6,817,040) is cited to show a sintered capillary feed means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristie A. Mahone whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3680. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 8:30A.M-5 P.M.. 



2 The method of dispensing specified in claim 18 is anticipated by the normal operation of the disclosed apparatus 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57^272-1 000. ^ 




Kristie A. Mahone 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3751 





